


Living with Nature

Cities can be wonderful places for people to live. We learn 
from each other, make friends, and care for each other. If 
we design cities with nature in mind, wild animals and 
plants can live there too.

People learn about wildlife at school, but also by playing and exploring. When we 
spend time outdoors in contact with the natural world, we learn to love natural 
environments. This bond motivates people to protect and care for nature.



A row of street trees, or one big tree in the middle of a 
town square can bring beauty and joy to people. Mature 
trees can provide habitat for mammals, birds and 
THOUSANDS of bugs.

Draw your 
favourite

tree!



Getting close to nature can 
improve our health! Views of 
natural places from windows, or 
landscape pictures on walls can 
help people in hospitals feel better. 
Even small gardens on rooftops or 
balconies are restful.

Getting Close to Nature
LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ άƳƛƴƛ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΣ 
and people enjoy forested places close to their homes.

Look at the painting 
on the next page. 
How are people 
enjoying nature?

People can relax and enjoy 
nature in quiet pavilions





5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧΦΦ

Grassy lawns are wonderful for 
playing games like football, 
and they are nice to lie down 
in the sunshine. But most cities 
have too many lawns, and 
mowing grass uses energy and 
creates pollution. 





Long grasses and wildflowers 
can replace under-used lawns 
to reduce the need for 
mowing and reduce costs. 
Many small animals build 
homes in meadows, and the 
flowers and small fruits that 
grow feed insects, birds and 
some mammals. They can be 
simple grass meadows, or 
beautiful and colourful
tapestry gardens

Nobody seems to use this lawn 
and it needs a lot of mowing. 
Why not design a pretty flower 
meadow for birds, bees and 
butterflies instead?



Meadows are habitats that provide food and shelter for 
a diverse community of wildlife.

Creating Natural Habitats

Make a note of places to 
create new flower meadows 

in your community!



Colourme ƛƴΧ



Draw your own birds, bees or butterflies!



Some animals migrate very long distances in fall and 
spring, stopping at exactly the same place along the way 
every year! 



A bridge lets animals cross 
the highway safely

The stream is a path for fish 
and other wildlife

Flowers on roadsides give 
animals food and shelter 
when they travel

People watch seabirds at 
the cliffside observatory

Traffic Design for Animals!

People need to travel easily within cities, and from one 
town to another. Animals need to get around too. 
Migrating birds and insects use trees and shrubs to stop 
and rest on their journey. They love plants with fruit, nuts 
or flowers to eat, water to drink, and safe places to sleep 
when they are passing through. 



�‡ City streams and creeks are roadways for fish, reptiles and 
ŀƳǇƘƛōƛŀƴǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳǊȅ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΗ 

�‡ Flower gardens, green roofs, birdfeeders and fountains provide 
places for birds, butterflies and insects to rest and eat along 
their journeys

�‡ Animals need to cross highways and train tracks, think about 
tunnels and bridges to keep them safe 

�‡ [ŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ άƎǊŜŜƴ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎέ ǎƻ 
animals can find their way our of town to the countryside. 
Roadside flowers make pathways for insects and birds too.


